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Father of Mercies, God of All Comfort

There is nothing on earth that is reliable. Our jobs may end tomor-
row; our spouses may pack up and leave next week. The preacher
we thought so highly of may prove to be an adulterer, the financial
security we spent decades building may be wiped out in five min-
utes. In times of crisis, we may even fail ourselves.

The first-century church knew disappointment too. 2 Corinthians 1
paints a picture of a church that is bitterly disappointed because Paul

did not come to them when he said he would. They thought he let
them down. I n this opening porti
conduct, but, more importantly, directs the Corinthian church to
someone who will not disappoint themd God.

This Is a lesson that we ought to learn today. Everything else in life
can be faithless, but God is always faithful. Before the world was
even founded, He planned to bring His children to eternal life with
Him in heaven, and He will not forget us or fail us. He is most pre-
sent when we need Him most. No
strength; no sorrow is too deep for His compassion. No matter what
trials come upon us, those trials can be a blessing if we learn to lean
on Him.

2 Corinthians 41

2. What does the description of God in 2 Corinthians 1:3 tell us
about the Christian walk?

10.

11.

12.

13.
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Review
Now t hat wedre at the end of 2 Co.
Paul 6s overall message? Li st the

of the book below. Discuss how all of these fit together.
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6.

Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson One

Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 1:4 that God comforts him. How
did God do this? How does God comfort us today in our afflic-
tion?

What does 2 Corinthians 1:4 have to say about the purpose of
affliction in our lives? Why is this significant?

2 Corinthians 1:5 describes two states that are abundant in
Christ. What does this parallel
changed once he became a Christian? Why is this important?

Paul 6s st at ement
here display

I n what
does

way i s
Paul 6s mindset
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7. What events may Paul be describing in 2 Corinthians 1:8-107?
Consider Acts 19:2341 in your answetr.

8. In 2 Corinthians 1:10-11, to what two things does Paul credit his
deliverance? How should Paul 6s
tive on those two things?

2 Corinthians 124

9. Consider the context of 2 Corinthians 1. What accusation is Paul
refuting in 2 Corinthians 1:12? How does this explain what he
says in the rest of the chapter?

10. How delicately does Paul deal with his Corinthian accusers in 2
Corinthians 1:13-14? What, if anything, should we learn from
this?

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Twelve

What course of conduct does Paul urge upon the Corinthians in 2
Corinthians 13:5? Why? How important is this conduct to our
spiritual lives? How do we need to practice it?

What does Paul pray for in 2 Corinthians 13:7-8? Why is this
unusual? What attitude does this prayer reveal in Paul? How
can we adopt it today?

What prayer of Paul ds do we see
What does this mean? How can we seek it today?

How does Paul characterize his authority in 2 Corinthians 13:10?
How are Paul 6s actions an expres
What can this teach us today?

What can we learn about God from 2 Corinthians 13:14? Why?

49
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6. What fear does Paul express in 2 Corinthians 12:20? Is Paul 11. According to 2 Corinthians 1:15-1 7, what wer e Paul
likely to be responsible for his fears coming to pass? What does travel plans with respect to the Corinthians?
this tell us?

12. Look at Acts 20:1-6. What did Paul actually do? 2 Corinthians
7. According to 2 Corinthians 12:21, what does Paul fear concern- 2:1,12-13; 7:5-6; and 13:1 may also help.
ing God? In what way would this fear come to pass? What
should we learn from this?

13. How closely does this travel comparison enable us to pin down

. . the time when 2 Corinthians was written? When was it written?
2 Corinthians 134 Why is this important?

8. What does Paul tell us about his plans in 2 Corinthians 13:1-2?
Does Paul expect this to be a happy reunion? What can we learn
from Paul 6s attitude?

14. What divine work does Paul describe in 2 Corinthians 1:21-22?
Why is this description significant?

9. What does 2 Corinthians 12:3-4 say the Corinthians are looking
for? Are they likely to be happy when they find it? How will it
be revealed to them?

15. According to 2 Corinthians 1:23-2 4, why di dnoét Palt
to Corinth?
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Triumph in Christ

Not everything about being a Christian is fun. God commands us to
love and care about one another, but when our brethren destroy
themselves with sin, the very love we feel for them can become a
source of pain for us. Sometimes, when many of those we love turn
away from God, we wonder whet her
ing our own church of one on a nice, uninhabited desert island.

Paul would have recognized this feeling of sorrow at the sin of oth-

ers. Just before the writing of 2 Corinthians, he has had a show-
down with one of the most troublesome members of the church in
Corinth, a church he had founded. This member has been so violent

in his rejection of Paul dbs teachi
has left Corinth with the problem unresolved, but his sorrow for the
Corinthians has gnawed at his heart wherever he goes.

Paul 6s message iin 2 Corinthians 2
ment . /' tés one of perspective, a
In the spiritual wars we fight, there are victories as well as defeats.

/tbés jJjust that the defeats are m

more attention. God s the one
vantage point [ s much better than
things for Hi m. /tbés to Ffight on

us to triumph in Christ.

2 Corinthians 21

1. What relation does the first part of 2 Corinthians 2 bear to the-
last part of 2 Corinthians 1? Why is this important?

Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Twelve

In 2 Corinthians 12:12, what things does Paul say will accom-
pany the true apostle? What application can we make from this
today?

In 2 Corinthians 12:14-18, Paul makes a number of arguments
about why it was actually a good thing for him not to take
money from the Corinthians while he was there. What are they?

. What can we learn from 2 Corinthians 12:16 about what the Co-

rinthians were saying about Paul? Does this remind you of any
incidents from the life of Christ? What can we learn from this?

. What reasons does Paul give for his defense in 2 Corinthians

12:19? How do these reasons fit in with what Paul has been
saying?
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2. When did the ficoming in sorrowo
take place?

Test Yourselves!

Satan is a guy who is more interested in what he accomplishes than

the means he uses. He is deeply, passionately committed to seeing

every last one of us in hell, and he will do anything he can to get us

there. Despite this indifference, there are some tools we see him

using over and over again, simply because they work. One of his 3. As far as you can tell, what wer
favorites [ s convincing the evil i tearso Paul describes in 2 Corin
pose in writing this letter? What should we learn from Paul in

We see this [dea at work I n ever) :
this?

murderer on death row who claims with complete sincerity that he

doesndt belong there, but [ tos eq

plains away the ugliness of his pornography addiction by pointing to

all the fArighteouso things he doe

/i eve wedre evil. As a result, v

sin doesndt matter, or why it rea

him. Our faith in our own righteousness remains steady even as our

souls drift farther and farther off course. 4. What seems to be the basic course of events described in this
section? Does it seem similar to or different from something that

Thereos only one cure ror Lhis di might happen today? Why is this important?

ourselves to see if we are in the faith. In order for this process to

wor k, we must know where we Sstand
we need to be, and be brutally honest with ourselves about how we
measure up. The harsh light of truth may be unfiattering, but only it

can destroy the vile things that grow in darkness.

2 Corinthians 12211 5. What advice does Paul give the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 2:7-
8? How applicable is this to us today?

1. How does Paul say the Corinthians should have received him in 2
Corinthians 12:11? Why? What lesson can we take from this?
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6. In 2 Corinthians 2:9, what other motive does Paul give for his 10. How extraordinary does Paul consider this experience? What
writing? Why is this significant? does this tell us about leaders in charismatic churches who claim
to be in heaven talking to Jesus every week?

7. What consequence does Paul attribute to his forgiveness in 2 Co- 11. According to 2 Corinthians 12:7, what happened to Paul because
rinthians 2:11? When can this be important to us today? of his revelation? Does this seem fair? What can we learn from
this?

12. How did Paul deal with his affliction in 2 Corinthians 12:8? Was

there anything wrong with this response? Did Jesus give Paul
2 Corinthians 233 what he wanted? Why is this significant?

8. According to the chronology wedyv
Corinthians 2:12-13 happen?

13.How did the Lord reply to Paul 6s
What should we take from this reply?

9. What contrasting frames of mind are obvious in Paul in 2 Corin-
thians 2:13 and 2 Corinthians 2:14? What happened in be-

2 is?
tween? What can we learn from this~ 14 How does this st
i I

y give us insi
in |light of al 0

or
heds written in



8. Who i s

. What is the

Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Eleven

6. What further burden does Paul describe in 2 Corinthians 11:28-

29? What does this tell us about what our concern for our breth-
ren ought to be?

To what incident does Paul refer in 2 Corinthians 11:32-33?
Where else is it found? How does this double report reinforce
our certainty in the authenticity of the Bible?

2 Corinthians 124

the Aman in Christo whom
12:1-6? How does this fit with his statement in 2 Corinthians

11:57?

fithird heaveno to wh

12:27?

44

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Two

What two fragrances does Paul describe in 2 Corinthians 2:15
16? Why would he create such different reactions in two differ-
ent groups of people? What should this tell us?

How does Paul describe his adequacy to bear such an important
message in 2 Corinthians 2:16? What should we learn from this?

What two contrasting reasons for preaching the gospel does Paul
give in 2 Corinthians 2:17? Are these two reasons still present
today? How should they govern our conduct?

What does Paul s comment in 2
way that some of the Corinthians were acting? What made their
position ridiculous?

What does Paul mean in 2 Corinthians 3:3 when he says that the
Corinthians are a letter of Christ? Consider Jeremiah 31:33 in
your answer. How is this applicable to us today?



Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Eleven

2.1l n what way is Paul 6s | a-Blgrancgy e i
What message is he trying to convey to the Corinthians?

Confidence Through Christ

There is nothing more daunting to us than the prospect of having to

make it to heaven by ourselves. Sure, we all recognize the concept

of grace in our lives, but too often, we only nod in the direction of

the cross and then grimly set out to fight our spiritual battles un-

al ded. We [ ook at where we need 3. What do you think of Paul s spir
you expect me to do this?!o0 11:22-29? What impact is it likely to have on a church that is

inas?
Paul 6s words in 2 Corinthians 3 s too concerned about such things

-seated realization of his own inadequacy. Paul recognizes, though,

t hat hi s service [ sndot about his

God is the one who has made him a servant of a new covenant, a

covenant so wonderful that it is even more glorious than the Law of

Moses. God is the one whose promises give him the boldness to

speak plainly of the Lord, to see Him and be transformed by Him.

God through Paul can do all of t hi 4. If we turn our attention to the book of Acts, how many of these
incidents do we see recorded by Luke (remember also that 2 Co-
rinthians was written in the time frame of Acts 21)? What makes
this both surprising and inspiring?

Paul 6s confidence through Christ
t hat we can have today. God hasn
use and transform us [ n ways we ¢
good at digging pits and heaping up barriers in our path, but it does-
nét matter how formidable tthose
trusting in God. We can look at them and smile. We can look at
t hem and say, #Al candt, but God c.

. . 5. How does this resume reflect a life lived in accordance with spiri-
2 Corinthians 32 tual wisdom? What can we learn from this?

1. Considering the previous context, why does Paul bring up confi-
dence in 2 Corinthians 3:4? What can we take from this?

10 43
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2. According to 2 Corinthians 3:5, what is the source of the ade-
guacy upon which Paul relies? How significant is this concept to
us today? Why?

My Grace Is Sufficient

Throughout his entire gospel career, Paul has been ferociously indif-
ferent to suffering. Poverty, shipwrecks, and persecutions alike
donét appear to faze hi m. Hi s mi .
mind of Christ that ordinary, tri

In 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, though, we read the story of the trial that
finally got through to Paul. Because of a great revelation that he
had received from God, God also allowed Satan to visit him. Paul
hated this thorn in the flesh and prayed repeatedly that it be re-
moved. However, the prayers of this great, godly man for some-
thing he had the right to ask were not answered in the way that Paul
want ed. /| 6m not going to remove
him. You need to learn to be weak. You need to learn to trust in

Me instead. And Paul did.

3. Some people will take 2 Corinthians 3:6 and use it to justify why
they follow fithe spirit, not the
Paul is talking about? If not, what is he actually discussing?

Are we where Paul was ? /'tbés eas
trusting in God when the sun is shining and our life is wonderful. It
becomes a [/ ot harder when we face
ask God to get rid of it. . ) ani
Do we blame God, or do we listen to the message of grace that /s
clearest I n our sufferings? Our [
on earth. Theyobére about Ffaith in
He has promised.

4. What is the Aministry of deatho
How is it presented? Why is thi

5. What statement does Paul make ab

. . Spirito i n 2-92CWhyd Whattdoea thishaw to8lo
2 Corinthians 1131% with Paul? What does it have to do with us?

1. What is Paul trying to say in 2 Corinthians 11:16-17? What atti-
tude from others might have led him to speak in this way? Does
this sound | ike anything webve s
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6. According to 2 Corinthians 3:10, what is the current glory of
Awhat had gl oryo? Why ? Why i s

7.1 n 2 Corinthians 3:11, Paul desc
fades awayo and #fAthat which rema
the language here important?

2 Corinthians 3112

8. What is the hope that Paul mentions in 2 Corinthians 3:12?
What two things does it cause? Why is this important?

9. What event does 2 Corinthians 3:13 describe? Exodus 34:3335
may help.

12

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Ten

To what incident does 2 Corinthians 11:9 refer? Consider Philip-
pians 4:15-16 in your answer. How does this help confirm the
authenticity of Scripture?

What reason does Paul give for his boasting in 2 Corinthians 11:9
-10? What can we take from this?

As per 2 Corinthians 11:12, what does Paul hope to accomplish
with his boasting? Is there an application in this for us?

According to 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, what does Paul think of
these other teachers? Whom does he say they serve? What
should we learn from this?

Wit hout considering what Paul
guage seem overly strong? Does he seem to be overreacting
when we consider his topic? What does this teach us?

41
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Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Ten Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Three

6. How does Paul describe himself in 2 Corinthians 11:5? What can 10. What is the veil described in 2 Corinthians 3:14-15? Why is this
we infer from this? Why is it important? important?

7. In 2 Corinthians 11:6, Paul addresses another criticism that the 11. According to 2 Corinthians 3:16, what happens to this veil when
Corinthians have leveled against him. How does he address it? a person turns to the Lord? What event does this describe?
What should we take from this? What makes this significant?

12. What is the mirror Paul mentions in 2 Corinthians 3:18? 1 Corin-
2 Corinthians 15 thians 13:12 may help. Why is this useful to our understanding
of the Bible?

8. According to 2 Corinthians 11:7-8, what has Paul done for sup-
port when with the Corinthians? How have some used this to
accuse Paul? How does Paul respond?

13. When Paul describes himself and the Corinthians as being
changed Afrom glory to glory, o w
forget the context! Why is this important?

9. As per 2 Corinthians 11:9, why did Paul make this choice with
respect to the Corinthians? What attitude does this reflect?

14. 2 Corinthians 3:18 describes a transformation. What will be the
final result of this transformation? How does this fit with our un-
derstanding of other passages?

40 13



The Things Which Are Not Seen

The better we understand the gospel, the more it will change us. In
the first stages of spiritual growth, we depart from the world a little
bit. We fight against the sins we used fo love, and we deal with
pointed questions from our family and friends. As we continue to
grow, the things that were so dear to us become less and less im-
portant. We used to try to change our actions; now, we try to
change our hearts, and as those hearts change, our actions change
again in ways we would never have foreseen.

Paul 6s writing represents
ess. He lives a life that the world would only call miserable. By his
own admission, he is afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, struck down,
and constant/!l y delivered
lives than the apostle Paul.

The thing I s, Paul woul dnot
the mind of Christ so completely that even his physical well-being is
a matter of unconcern. He has a gospel to preach and glory to

another

over t o

have

cl ai m, and to him, t hat 6s what ma
thinking in the same way. Earthly joys may be legitimate or sinful,
but they are all unimportant. The things we cannot see or touch or
taste are the things that are trui

2 Corinthians 41

1. What is the ministry Paul mentions in 2 Corinthians 4:1?

14
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11:2-3. What does Paul want? What does Paul fear? How
should we deal with this concept?

. What does Paul portray some other teachers as doing in 2 Corin-

thians 11:4? How are the Corinthians taking this? Is this a good
thing? What should we learn from this?

39

. What is Paul talking about when
his measured i n -2A5?CMhywoundgbdadbens 10
havior on the Corinthiansd part

. What does Paul tell us in 2 Corinthians 10:17? What does this
mean? How can we apply this concept in our lives today?
Describe the figodly jealousyo th



A Godly Jealousy

The Greek word zelos is translated a number of different ways in our
Bi bl es. Someti mes it I[Is merely 1
which is derived from it. Other times, it merely signifies desire, stifl
ot her s, it s transl/l ated as nAjeal

negative light. It is the emotion that caused the patriarchs to plot to 3.

murder Joseph and moved the Jews to persecute Paul. It is the an-
ger that comes over us when the love we desire is given to another.

In 2 Corinthians 10-11, we see a different kind of jealousy in opera-
tion. Paul describes himself as being jealous on behalf of the Corin-
thians because they have begun to listen to other teachers. How-
ever, this jealousy is not something that Paul feels for his own sake.
Instead, he fears that those other teachers will lead the Corinthians
away not just from him, but also from Christ.

We need to learn this godly jealousy with respect to those whom we

love. If we know Christ, we ought to be deeply concerned about
whether our families, our friends, and our brethren in Christ listen to

us or not. /! f we have the truth,
those we care about listen to error. We need to be jealous because

i té6s not just our opinions that a.

2 Corinthians 1011126

1. What action does Paul describe in 2 Corinthians 10:12? How
does he characterize it? What should we take from this?

38

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:1 that he does not lose heart as he
received mercy. What is the connection between these two
things? Why is this important?

I n 2 Corinthians 4:2, what a
shameo? Do these things sti
do we deal with them?

In the same verse, through what action did Paul renounce the
shameful things? Why is this important to Christians today?

What does 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 t e | | us about
teaching the gospel? If some failed to learn, why did they fail?
What should we learn from this today?

15

Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Four

r
I

e t
Il p
Pau



Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Four

6. According to 2 Corinthians 4:4-5, whose gospel was Paul preach-

ing? When people refused to see the gospel, whom were they
rejecting? Why do we need to recognize this?

In 2 Corinthians 4:6, Paul compares two lights. What are they?
What can we learn from this comparison?

2 Corinthians 4:8

8. According to 2 Corinthians 4:7, where is the treasure of the gos-

pel contained? Why is this true? What can we learn from this

Through the context of 2 Corinthians 4:8 -12, Paul describes
some of the difficulties he has faced. What are they? How does
Paul respond to these difficulties? Why?

16

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Treasure in Earthen Vessels: Lesson Nine

When Paul mentions those who regard him as though he walked
according to the flesh in 2 Corinthians 10:2, what attitude is he
talking about? Why would dealing with such people require par-
ticular boldness? What can we take from this?

In 2 Corinthians 10:4-6, what do we learn about Christian war-
fare? What makes this important to us?

What attitude does Paul describe in 2 Corinthians 10:7? What
did the Corinthians need to understand? What do we need to
understand?

What idea does Paul mean to convey in 2 Corinthians 10:8-9? In
what way could he be put to shame?

Once again, is the description of Paul in 2 Corinthians 10:10 an
accurate one? How do we know? What is Paul trying to say?

37
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6. In 2 Corinthians 9:11-14, what other results does Paul say he 10. In 2 Corinthians 4:11, Paul says that the life of Jesus was mani-
hopes the Corinthiansd giving wi fested in his flesh. In what senses is this true? What should we
think about these things? How important are they? learn from this?

7. Why might Paul be particularly concerned that the gifts of the 11. To what motive does Paul attribute his speaking in 2 Corinthians
Corinthians produce this result? Consider Romans 15:2531 in 4:13-157? I n what ways is this mot.i
your answer. havior? What should we learn from this?

2 Corinthians 101 12. In 2 Corinthians 4:16, Paul states that his inner man is being re-
newed daily. What is he talking about? How does this happen?

8 2 Corinthians 10:1 starts with a How can we experience this same inner renewal?
does this indicate? Why is it important for us to recognize such
things?

13. In 2 Corinthians 4:17, Paul contrasts two things. What are they?
What does Paul say about them? What can we learn from this?

9. I s P a uas$essmenir 2fCorinthians 10:1 an ironic one?
What is Paul actually saying? What do we learn about the Corin-
thians from this?

14. 2 Corinthians 4:18 contrasts two ways of looking at life. What
does each one see? What does this difference in perception
cause?
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Treasure

/' n no ot

we donot

in Earthen Vessels
Therefore All Died

her

context do we deal as
the Bible. When we speak of the death of a friend or family mem-

ber, [t o0s a
years. By contrast, when we encounter the idea of death to self and
sin i n the B
assent to the idea and bat it around in Sunday morning classes, but
real ly think

traumati c

/I bl e, t oo

event

of t en, / t 0s

t hat

about what

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 should cause us to think differently. It de-
scribes the inevitable result when we genuinely confront the cross.
In one stunning, spectacular act of love, Jesus gave Himself to the
death that we had earned. Once we recognize that, we cannot get
around it. We literally owe our souls to Him, and from there, the

rest of our lives must follow as inexorably as a geometry proof. Je-
sus died for me. | must die for Him. | am no longer mine. | am

His, and there is no other choice.

The rest

of

the chapter

descri bes

by the love of Christ, he devotes himself to teaching the Corinthians
and whomever

agai nst

/i fe

el se will
I tsel [,

/i sten.
[ ongi ng

where Jesus is. Paul is dead to everything but Jesus. Are we?

2 Corinthians 8:Q

1. How does 2 Corinthians 5:1 relate to the context immediately

before it?
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. What reasons does Paul give in 2 Corinthians 9:35 for why he

wrote to the Corinthians about a subject in which he thought
well of them? What applications can we draw from this?

. What does 2 Corinthians 9:6 tell us about the connection be-

tween sowing and reaping in the context of giving? What does
this mean? What doesné6t this me

. What attitude toward giving does 2 Corinthians 9:7 prescribe?

Considering what we already know
just pick a number? How should this change our giving?

. What promise does Paul make in 2 Corinthians 9:8? What is the

purpose of the abundance that Paul promises? Why is this im-
portant?
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